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Reference Sources & Studies for Local Calibrations of the 

ReThink Health Policy Simulation Model
 
LOCAL, STATE, REGIONAL SOURCES 

- Local/regional/state surveys (e.g., Colorado Child Health Survey, Colorado Household Survey) 
- Local/regional/state research reports (e.g., reports from the Colorado Health Institute) 
- Administrative data (e.g., hospital billing) 
- Ad hoc information gathering (e.g., high crime areas) 
 
EXTRACTIONS/ADJUSTMENTS FROM NATIONAL DATABASES 

- Census 
- Vital Statistics 
- National Health Expenditure Accounts 
- Consumer Price Indices (Bureau of Labor Statistics) 
- National Health Interview Survey (NHIS) 
- National Health and Nutrition Examination Survey (NHANES) 
- Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System (BRFSS) 
- National Ambulatory Medical Care Survey (NAMCS) 
- National Hospital Ambulatory Medical Care Survey (NHAMCS) 
- National Nursing Home Survey (NNHS) 
- National Home Health Care Survey (NHHCS)  
- Medical Expenditure Panel Survey (MEPS) 
- Smoking-Attributable Mortality, Morbidity, and Economic Costs (SAMMEC) 
- Dartmouth Atlas of Health Care 

PRIOR INTEGRATIVE STUDIES 

- HealthBound Policy Modeling Project (U.S. health system dynamics; see Milstein, Homer, Hirsch 2010; 
Milstein, Homer, Briss, et.al. 2011; Homer, Hirsch, Milstein 2007) 

- PRISM Modeling Project (Multiple chronic diseases, risks, and interventions; Homer, Milstein, et.al. 
2008, 2010; Hirsch, Homer, et.al. 2010) 

 
STUDIES OF THE HEALTH AND HEALTH CARE SYSTEM 

Asada Y.  A summary measure of health inequalities for a pay-for-population health performance system. 
Prev Chronic Dis 2010; 7(4).  Available at: http://www.cdc.gov/pcd/issues/2010/jul/09_0250.htm. 

Asch SM, Kerr EA, Keesey J, Adams JL, Setodji CM, Malik S, McGlynn EA. Who is at greatest risk for 
receiving poor-quality health care? New Engl J Med 2006;354(11):1147-1156.  

Banks J, Marmot M, Oldfield Z, Smith JP. Disease and disadvantage in the United States and in England. 
JAMA 2006 295(17): 2037-2045. 

Berwick DM, Nolan TW, Whittington J.  The Triple Aim: Care, health, and cost.  Health Affairs 2008; 
27(3):759-769. 

Bodenheimer T, Berenson RA, Rudolf P. The primary care-specialty income gap: Why it matters. Ann 
Intern Med 2007; 146(4):301-306. 
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Bodenheimer T, Chen E, Bennett HD. Confronting the growing burden of chronic disease: can the U.S. 
health care workforce do the job? Health Affairs 2009;28(1):64-74.  

Bodenheimer T, West D.  Low-cost lessons from Grand Junction, Colorado.  New Engl J Med 2010; 
10.1056/NEJMp1008450, 1-3. 

Bodenheimer T. Primary care—Will it survive?  N Engl J Med 2006; 355(9):861-864. 

Brown R, Elixhauser A, Corea J, Luce B, Sheingod S. National expenditures for health promotion and 
disease prevention activities in the United States. Battelle Medical Technology Assessment and 
Policy Research Center, Washington, DC. Report BHARC-013/91-019; 1991.  

Brownson RC, Haire-Joshu D, Luke DA. Shaping the context of health: a review of environmental and 
policy approaches in the prevention of chronic diseases. Ann Rev Public Health 2006;27:341-70. 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Task Force on Community Preventive Services. The Guide 
to Community Preventive Services: What Works to Promote Health [website]. Atlanta, GA; Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention, 2009. http://www.thecommunityguide.org; accessed 25 
December 2009. 

Cohen JT, Neumann PJ, Weinstein MC. Does preventive care save money? Health economics and the 
presidential candidates. N Engl J Med 2008 Feb 14;358(7):661-3. 

Colwill JM, Cultice JM, Kruse RL.  Will generalist physician supply meet demands of an increasing and 
aging population? Health Affairs 2008; 27(3):w232-w241. 

Commonwealth Fund. Why not the best: results from the national scorecard on U.S. health system 
performance, 2008,. July, 2008. Commonwealth Fund, Commission on a High Performance Health 
System: New York, NY. 
<http://www.commonwealthfund.org/publications/publications_show.htm?doc_id=692682> 

Cunningham PJ. What accounts for differences in the use of hospital emergency departments across U.S. 
communities? Health Affairs 2006;25(5):w324-336.  

Cutler DM, Rosen AB, Vijan S.  The value of medical spending in the United States, 1960-2000. New 
Engl J Med 2006; 355(9): 920-927. 

Docteur E, Oxley H. Health-care systems: Lessons from the reform experience. Organization for 
Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), Economics Department Working Papers No. 
374; 2003.  Available at: http://www.oecd.org/eco.    

Dominick KL, Ahern FM, Gold CH, Heller DA. Relationship of health-related quality of life to health 
care utilization and mortality among older adults. Aging Clinical and Experimental Research 
2002;14(6):499–508.  

Druss BG, Marcus SC, Olfson M, Tanelian T, Pincus HA. Trends in care by non-physician clinicians in 
the United States. N Engl J Med 2003; 348(2):130-137. 

Evans RG, Barer ML, Marmor TR. Why are Some People Healthy and Others Not? The Determinants of 
Health of Populations. A. de Gruyter: New York; 1994. 

Farley TA, Dalal MA, Mostashari F, Frieden TR. Deaths preventable in the US by improvements in use 
of clinical preventive services.  Am J Prev Med 2010; 38(6):600-609. 
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Farrell D, Jensen E, Kocher B, Lovegrove N, Melhem F, Mendonca L, Parish B. Accounting for the cost 
of health care in the United States: a new look at why Americans spend more. December, 2008. 
McKinsey & Company. <http://www.mckinsey.com/mgi/publications/US_healthcare/>. 

Fisher ES, Bynum JP, Skinner JS. Slowing the growth of health care costs: lessons from regional 
variation. N Engl J Med 2009 360(9): 849-853. 

Fisher ES, McClellan MB, Bertko J, Lieberman SM, et al.  Fostering accountable health care: Moving 
forward in Medicare. Health Affairs 2009; 28(2):w219-w231. 

Fries JF, Koop CE, Sokolov J, Beadle CE, Daniel W. Beyond health promotion: reducing need and 
demand for medical care. Health Affairs 1998;17(2):70-84.  

Garson A Jr., Engelhard CL.  The economics of dying. Myth: Most medical care dollars are spent in the 
last six months of life.  Available at: http://www.governing.com/topics/health-human-services/The-
Economics-of-Dying.html.  Accessed 7/29/11. 

Gawande A. The cost conundrum: what a Texas town can teach us about health care. The New Yorker, 
June 1, 2009. <http://www.newyorker.com/reporting/2009/06/01/090601fa_fact_gawande>. 

Gawande A. The hot spotters: Can we lower medical costs by giving the neediest patients better care?  
The New Yorker, Jan. 24, 2011; 41-51. 

Gerberding JL. Protecting health—The new research imperative. JAMA 2005; 294(11):1403-1406. 

Goetzel RZ. Do prevention or treatment services save money? the wrong debate. Health Affairs 
2009;28(1):37-41.  

Grosse SD, Teutsch SM, Haddix AC. Lessons from cost-effectiveness research for United States public 
health policy. Ann Rev Public Health 2007; 28:365-91. 

Hadley J, Holahan J. Covering the uninsured: how much would it cost? Health Affairs, 2003: 
hlthaff.w3.250. 

Hanna KE, Coussens C. Rebuilding the Unity of Health and the Environment: A New Vision of 
Environmental Health for the 21st Century. Institute of Medicine, National Academy Press: 
Washington, DC; 2001. 

Health Policy Brief: Accountable care organizations. Health Affairs, July 27, 2010; 1-6. 

Heirich M. Rethinking health care: innovation and change in America. Boulder, CO: Westview Press, 
1999. 

Hoffman C, Rice D, Sung H. Persons with chronic conditions: Their prevalence and costs.  JAMA 1996; 
276(18):1473-1479. 

Homer J, Hirsch G, Milstein B. Chronic illness in a complex health economy: the perils and promises of 
downstream and upstream reforms. System Dynamics Review 2007;23(2/3):313–43. 

Hooker RS, McCaig LF.  Use of physician assistants and nurse practitioners in primary care, 1995-1999. 
Health Affairs, July/August 2001: 231. 

Huang ES, Basu A, O’Grady MJ, Capretta JC. Using clinical information to project federal health care 
spending. Health Aff (Millwood) 2009;28(5):w978-90. DOI: 10.1377/hlthaff.28.5.w978. 
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Iglehart JK. Medicare, graduate medical education, and new policy directions. New England Journal of 
Medicine 2008;359(6):643-650.  

Institute of Medicine. Crossing the quality chasm: a new health system for the 21st century. Washington, 
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Institute of Medicine. The future of the public's health in the 21th century. Washington, DC: National 
Academy Press, 2002. 

Jacobson MF.  Health care reform: Prevention is essential.  Testimony to US Senate Finance Committee, 
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